
My Lord Mayor 
  
Fellow Liverymen.  Thank you for your support and for electing me. 
  
The Mayoralty has endured for hundreds of years.  It gives us a sense, as 
we stand here in this great Hall, of stability and tradition, which is both 
familiar and comforting.  We are all shaped by history, from the City’s 
Roman birth, to the establishment of guilds, to the very heart of commerce 
and innovation that we are all part of today. 
But we must always build on history and not be held in thrall by it. We 
have had Lady Justices for many years and indeed now have a Lady Chief 
Justice and so today, I am setting a precedent by becoming our City’s very 
first Lady Mayor.   
As to the Mayoralty, it must continue to make a difference, I believe its 
core value, is the ability to convene, to bring people together, whoever and 
where ever they are. Relationship building … diplomacy… trade… 
debate… investment… With the challenges we face, I really don’t 
underestimate the impact this great office can have and I pledge to you, I 
will carry it out to the very best of my ability.   
And looking to the future, I believe that the Lord or Lady Mayor is a role, 
it’s not an individual.  And I will be the custodian of that role, for a 
year.  Just because something has existed for hundreds of years, gives it no 
right to continue to do so, unless it evolves.   And so we are introducing a 
new approach, the Modern mayoralty aimed at firmly cementing the 
Mayoralty as the City’s Ambassador for Financial and Professional 
Services.  This means I will focus on growth and build on the work of 
previous Lord Mayors and then.. hand on to the next. My Lord Mayor you 
have rightly focused on investment and over the next year, I will focus on 
connecting both capital and talent to opportunity.  
  
It makes me realise that we talk about the City or opportunity, we often 
talk in numbers, about its financial contribution to the UK. But numbers 
are just numbers, why do they really matter? Because they mean that this 
City pays for more than half of the UK’s costs of health and care.  And that 



it provides a home, or a job, a community and a livelihood for almost 
700,000 people and their families. 
Talking of families, I could not undertake this role or be stood here today, 
without the support and love of Gary, up in the balcony.  Or without the 
same support and love from friends, Livery and colleagues, too many to 
mention and most here in the hall today.  This.. is a team effort and we 
both look forward to working with the Sheriffs Robert and Keith and their 
partners Elspeth and Kevin.  
  
I want to end, by saying that I really believe we are a City of opportunity. I 
remember I used to watch the Lord Mayor’s Show from my granddad’s 
shoulders, waving as it swept by, wrapped in a warm scarf. That child, 
never ever dreamt that one day she’d be swept along with it, sitting in the 
golden coach itself.  Like many, she didn’t think the City was for her, but 
that’s what we need the next generation to know. That it is.  To stand up 
and tell them   
 
To those that say I can’t.. you can 
 
And to those that say will I?.. you will 
 
That’s what we need people to understand, we are a City that cares,  we 
are a City where you can live, work and dream.  And that together, we can 
make a difference.  If we work as a team, Livery and City, we can be far 
more than the sum of our parts.   And so, I stand here today, together, with 
you.  
I’ve left the formal commitment words that I have to say to the very end… 
as I can take my own step into history. So thank you again for your 
support,  and.. 
I … accept this office. 
 
 My Lord Mayor 
  


